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Bt Cotton

This is regarding the article on

Bt cotton (‘Is Bt Cotton Cultivation

Economically Viable for Indian

Farmers? An Empirical Analysis’, June

30). The article is an excellent example

of reductionist thinking being applied

beyond the realms of comprehension.

The authors have not studied and

commented on (i) demand for Bt cotton

by the textile industry with respect to

staple length, and the price of

Bt cotton vs that of Indian extra long

staple cotton; (ii) the effect on food

crops grown in close proximity to

Bt cotton; (iii) the long-term effect of

genus-jumping within and without the

species with respect to the patents

regarding the Bt technology; and

(iv) the effects of Bt entering the food

chain since in India the plant and the

seed are used for cattle feed and the

seed is pressed for cotton seed oil.

Any study/research/propagation of

the Bt technology must be done in

context. Looking at the profit margins

of Bt technology and suggesting policy

is not an irresponsible argument.

Many of the suggestions given by

the authors seem disconnected from

reality. The reality of Indian agriculture

is much too complex and is so closely

intertwined with our lives and culture

that to isolate the monetary aspect

of a certain technology from the whole

is inappropriate.
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